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National policy on 3Rs & TPI

Three pillars

 

Animal welfare and the 3Rs
• Animal welfare as long as is needed
• Replace, Reduce, Refine, (3Rs)
• Licensing system (CCD), Advice (NCad)
• Actions on e.g. systematic reviews & preregistration of animal studies

Transition towards animal-free innovations (TPI)
• Policy: TPI partner programme & office
• Focus on: Development, validation, acceptance & implementation of NAMs
• Networking, partnering, dialogue and communication
• International transition

Phasing out of animal tests
• Phasing out: difficult! 
• Within the context of European laws and regulations
• Without hampering scientific progress and safety
• Phase-out mainly a European approach! 



TPI-partner programme (pillar 2)

TPI partner programme (10 partners) + programme office (ministry 

LVVN)

 Focus on the increase (build-up) of animal-free innovation!

•Mission: Better prediction without laboratory animals

•Ambition: The Netherlands (TPI) as the catalyst in the (inter)national transition 

to animal-free innovation

Managing TPI (LVVN):

•Connecting necessary stakeholders

•EU strategy to accelerate the transition (including actions that facilitate 

pillar 3)

•TPI partners contribute through own actions



More national development & application of NAMs (e.g. Growth Fund 
CPBT, M€124,5, NWA call, MKMD funding program)

Catalyse EU transition to animal-free innovation (e.g. EU strategy 
like proposal for the European Research Area agenda)

More dissemination, dialogue & network (e.g. international 
conference, local TPI networks, Young TPI)

More stimulation of NAM research infrastructure (e.g. 
VitalTissue)

More promotion on Open Science in support of NAMs & 3Rs 
(e.g. Systematic reviews, preclinicaltrialregister)

More exploration on ways to phase-out specific animal tests (needs 
EU approach, active contribution to EC roadmap phasing out animal stusies for 
chemicals)

TPI in 6 objectives LVVN (TPI)



More national development & application of NAMs

National Growth Fund 

• Investment of M€ 124,5, Centre for Animal-
free Biomedical Translation

• The CPBT is a national centre for valorizing 
and disseminating animal-free innovations 
and expertise. 

• It aims to improve and accelerate the 
transition of new biomedical innovations to 
patients and users, at lower costs, and 
without the use of animals. 



Catalyse EU transition to animal-free innovation

Through international collaboration

• Initiated ERA proposal (LVVN & OCW) with EC, 
other member states and stakeholder(s)



ERA Objectives
‘Accelerating New Approach Methodologies (NAMs) to advance 
biomedical research and testing of medicinal products and medical 
devices’ 

Focus: promote development, validation and use of Non-animal New Approach Methods 
(NAMs) in biomedical research and testing of pharmaceuticals

Aim: coordinate and streamline Member States’ actions regarding NAMs:
• Identify opportunities & priorities for development & validation
• Share good practices & drive synergy
• Leverage expertise, infrastructure in EU

All actors involved: European Commission, relevant ministries, regulatory agencies, 
EMA, research funders, academia, research institutes & infrastructures, pharma and 
MedTech industry, CROs, journal editors, citizens & patients

WG1: Development of NAMs and 
common EU infrastructures

WG2: Validation, acceptance 
and implementation of NAMs 

WG3: Education and training

WG4: Openness & awareness



More exploration on ways to phase-out specific animal tests 
(pillar 3)

Through consultation with experts & 
stakeholders

• What is possible within EU directive?

• Considering diversity in scientific 
domains and consideration for scientific 
progress and safety

• Active participation of LVVN in EC 
roadmap to phase out animal-testing in 
chemical safety assessments- 
organizing a MS workshop?!



Thank You!

Questions?
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